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The New York Times
Poll Finds U.S. Muslims Thriving, but Not Content

Laurie Goodstein

March 02, 2009

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/02/us/02muslims.html?_r=1&ref=us
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A Gallup poll of Muslims in the United States has found that they are far more likely than people in Muslim countries to see themselves as thriving.

In fact, the only countries where Muslims are more likely to see themselves as thriving are Saudi Arabia and Germany, according to the poll.

And yet, within the United States, Muslims are the least content religious group, when compared with Jews, Mormons, Protestants and Roman Catholics.

Gallup researchers say that is because the largest segment of American Muslims are African-Americans (35 percent, including first-generation immigrants), and they generally report lower levels of income, education, employment and well-being than other Americans.

But American Muslims are not one homogeneous group, the study makes clear. Asian-American Muslims (from countries like India and Pakistan) have more income and education and are more likely to be thriving than other American Muslims. In fact, their quality of life indicators are higher than for most other Americans, except for American Jews.

“We discovered how diverse Muslim Americans are,” said Dalia Mogahed, executive director and senior analyst of the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies, which financed the poll. “Ethnically, politically and economically, they are in every way a cross-section of the nation. They are the only religious community without a majority race.”

The Gallup study is significant because it is the first to examine a randomly selected sample of American Muslims. Gallup interviewed more than 300,000 people by telephone in 2008 while conducting broader polls, and focused on 946 who identified themselves as Muslims. (The margin of sampling error is plus or minus four percentage points.)

Previous studies of American Muslims located respondents based on surnames, mosque attendance or geographic clusters, which polling experts say can skew the results.

Gallup asked an extensive battery of questions, producing a picture of American Muslims through the prisms of race, gender, class, age and education. The international comparisons were possible because of earlier Gallup studies of Muslims overseas.

American Muslim women, contrary to stereotype, are more likely than American Muslim men to have college and post-graduate degrees. They are more highly educated than women in every other religious group except Jews. American Muslim women also report incomes more nearly equal to men, compared with women and men of other faiths.

Muslim women in the United States attend mosque as frequently as Muslim men — a contrast with many Muslim countries where the mosques are primarily for men. American Muslims are generally very religious, saying that religion is an important part of their daily lives (80 percent), more than any other group except Mormons (85 percent). The figure for Americans in general is 65 percent.

By political ideology, Muslims were spread across the spectrum from liberal to conservative, with about 4 in 10 saying they were moderates. By party identification, Muslims resembled Jews more than any other religious group, with small minorities registered as Republicans, roughly half Democrats and about a third independents.

There are clear signs of social alienation, however. Lower percentages of Muslims register to vote or volunteer their time than adherents of other faiths. They are less likely to be satisfied with the area where they live. These indicators are “worrying,” said Ahmed Younis, a senior analyst at the Muslim studies center.

“There is still a sense among American Muslims of being excluded from the mainstream,” Mr. Younis said, “and among young people that’s more acute.”

But the perception is far worse among Muslims in England and France, the study found.

Mr. Younis said the finding “reinforces the proposition that the integration process for American Muslims is, on the whole, a much more successful endeavor than it is for European Muslims.”

CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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Associated Press

Study paints rare portrait of Muslim-Americans
Mike Mokrzycki

March 02, 2009

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gF6lZt2Zy54ZLyUvmFxgmxYxOYlgD96M0KJ00
Muslims in America have a much more positive outlook on life than their counterparts in most predominantly Muslim countries and some other Western societies, according to a poll released Monday.

The Gallup Organization study found Muslim-Americans to be racially and ideologically diverse, extremely religious, and younger and more highly educated than the typical American.

Gallup asked respondents to evaluate their life situation by placing themselves on a ladder where the bottom step, zero, equals the worst possible life and 10 the best possible life. Gallup defined as "thriving" those who said they're currently on at least step seven of that ladder and expect to be on step eight or higher about five years from now.

Muslim-Americans (41 percent) were slightly less likely than Americans overall (46 percent) to be thriving. Yet the proportion of Muslims thriving in the United States was among the highest of Western societies surveyed, Gallup found. For example, only 8 percent of Muslims in the United Kingdom and 23 percent in France were thriving.

One exception: 49 percent of Muslims were deemed thriving in Germany, which welcomed many immigrants from Turkey during labor shortages in the 1960s and 1970s.

In predominantly Muslim countries, only in Saudi Arabia were more Muslims — 51 percent — thriving than in America.

Gallup found only 11 percent of Muslims thriving in Indonesia and Pakistan, 13 percent in Egypt, in the high teens to 20 percent in Bangladesh, Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan, and 24 percent in Morocco. Gallup found the proportion "suffering" — answering 0 to 4 on both ladder questions — ranging from 20 to 26 percent in Turkey, Egypt and Lebanon and as high as 33 percent in Jordan and 45 percent in Pakistan.

In short, Muslim Americans look more like other Americans in their life outlook than they resemble Muslims in most predominantly Muslim nations.

The Gallup study painted an uncommon portrait of Muslims in a U.S. and global context by combining interviews with 946 Muslims from polling of more than 300,000 Americans throughout 2008 and comparing them to Gallup surveys in more than 140 other countries. With Muslim-Americans probably making up only around 1 percent of the nation's population, few sound surveys have targeted the group, despite interest after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

In an essay for the Gallup report, Rep. Keith Ellison, D-Minn. — the first Muslim elected to Congress — urged Muslim Americans to "step out of the shadows of your own world, and step forthrightly into a participatory America."

"For too long — and particularly after 9/11 — Muslims have withdrawn into their own mosque-defined communities, denying themselves their rightful place in the fabric of America," Ellison wrote. "'Being Muslim' shouldn't need to be explained, but rather be observed by how each of us lives our lives, and the values we espouse. However defined we are by our religion, we are equally defined by our nationalism; we are Americans."

Results were subject to sampling error of plus or minus 4 percentage points for Muslim-Americans, 0.2 points for all Americans and varying ranges in other countries.

Copyright © 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. 
CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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The Boston Globe

Muslim-Americans diverse, struggling

Michael Paulson 

March 02, 2009

http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles_of_faith/2009/03/muslimamericans.html
A new Gallup poll of Muslim-Americans finds the group to be more ethnically diverse than other religious groups, and less likely to say they are thriving in the U.S.

The key findings:
• "Muslim Americans are the most racially diverse religious group surveyed in the United States, with African Americans making up the largest contingent within the population, at 35%."
• "Muslim American women are one of the most highly educated female religious groups in the United States, second only to Jewish American women."
• "Only 51% of young Muslim Americans are registered to vote, which is one of the lowest percentages among young Americans surveyed."
• "Of the religious groups studied, only Mormons (85%) are more likely than Muslims to say religion plays an important role in their lives."

On the question of how Muslim-Americans assess their lives, Gallup says: "The 41% of Muslim Americans considered to be "thriving" is the lowest percentage among religious groups studied. However, when comparing percentage of "thriving" Muslim Americans with Muslims in other Western societies as well as those in predominantly Muslim countries, Muslim Americans are among the groups with the largest percentage of respondents who say they are thriving. (Of the predominantly Muslim countries surveyed, only Saudi Arabia's population has a similarly high proportion of thriving individuals.)"

[image: image4.png]Muslim Americans Least Likely to See Themselves as "Thriving"
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Voice of America

	Poll Highlights Muslim Americans' Economic Integration 

	Michael Bowman

March 02, 2009

http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-03-02-voa54.cfm

	


Muslims in the United States have achieved a high level of economic integration, but they generally do not feel prosperous and lag behind other groups when it comes to political participation.  Those are several conclusions derived from an extensive poll of Muslim Americans, the results of which were released in Washington on Monday.  

In post-September 2001 America, perhaps no minority group has aroused more curiosity - and been subjected to more suspicion - than Muslims, who account for less than two percent of the country's population.

A report released by the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies, or GCMS, describes Muslims as America's most diverse religious community, the only one in which no single racial group constitutes a majority of practitioners.

But if American Muslims do not always fit into neat categories, they meet or exceed the national average in several economic and educational indicators.

Of nearly 1,000 Muslim respondents polled by the Gallup Center last year, 70 percent reported having a job, compared to 64 percent of the U.S. general population.  Nearly one-fourth of Muslim Americans said they are self-employed, compared to 17 percent of all Americans.  Among non-working Americans, a higher percentage of Muslims than any other religious group said they were students. The poll also showed that Muslims were second only to Jewish Americans when it comes to higher educational achievement.

GCMS analyst, Ahmed Younis:

"Muslim Americans reflect America," said Ahmed Younis. "In their successes, they reflect the successes of the American project.  In their challenges, they reflect the disparities in the American experience.  And attempting to remedy or bring this [American] dream to the population as a whole will necessarily require addressing certain components of the Muslim-American community."

Curiously, however, the poll shows Muslim Americans least as likely to say they are "thriving" and the most likely group to say they are "struggling."

GCMS Director, Dalia Mogahed:

"Muslim Americans are among the most concerned, and they were all throughout 2008, about the state of the economy," said Dalia Mogahed. "They are as worried as everyone else, if not more worried, about where we are going economically."

Mogahed notes that Muslim Americans are a young population, with more than a third of the poll's respondents between the ages of 18 and 29.  She says the 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States shaped and defined that group's formative years. 

"They went from being invisible to the most interesting minority in America, in somewhat of a negative way, in the midst of a country trying to defend itself, trying to secure itself against terrorism - two wars involving Muslim-majority countries [Afghanistan and Iraq]," she said.

According to the poll, nearly two-thirds of American Muslims are registered to vote, but that they are the least likely religious community to exercise that right.  But Gallup Center analysts say they expect Muslim political participation to grow over time, mirroring other groups in America's history.

More information about the poll can be found at www.gallupmuslimstudies.com.   
CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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The Columbus Dispatch 

Muslims in U.S. more satisfied with life than most of those abroad

Kelly Leckler

March 02, 2009

http://www.columbusdispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2009/03/02/muslimstudy.html?sid=101
Muslims in the United States are far more likely to say that they are thriving than are their counterparts in most other countries, a poll released today showed. 

Forty-one percent of American Muslims reported that they were thriving, trailing only the percentages in Germany and Saudi Arabia. They were far more likely to be more satisfied with life than people in most predominantly Muslim countries, including Indonesia (11 percent) and Egypt (13 percent).

The Gallup study was the first to interview randomly selected American Muslims. The 946 surveyed were identified in interviews of 300,000 people for broader surveys in 2008.

The survey defined thriving as those who ranked their satisfaction with life as at least a 7 on a scale of 10, with 10 being the most satisfied.

The study found Muslims to be the most racially diverse group among all U.S. religious communities surveyed. Thirty-five percent were African American.

The study showed that the well-being of American Muslims was more closely related to race and economic conditions than to religion.

Asian-American Muslims were most likely to have graduated from college: 58 percent. That's about the same figure as for Asian-Americans in general. The lowest percentage of American Muslims who were college graduates was that of African Americans.

Muslim women were equal to Muslim men and other American women in terms of employment and income, said Ahmed Younis, senior analyst for the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies. They are as likely as men to have college degrees. One in six was self-employed.

As many American-Muslim women attended a religious service at least once a week as their male counterparts. That's far more than in some other countries such as Egypt, where twice as many men attend a mosque as women do.

Those findings contradict the stereotype that Muslim women are oppressed, Younis said.

Asma Mobin-Uddin, head of the Ohio chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations, agreed.

She said that some of the stereotypes, particularly of Muslim women, are based on cultural or other factors, not on Islam. Education, for example, is an obligation for Muslim women and men, but in some countries, cultural or political factors keep women from obtaining it.

In the U.S., women are free to follow their faith and pursue education and other goals.

The biggest difference in life satisfaction between American Muslims and their counterparts was among young adults.

Only 40 percent of young Muslims considered themselves to be thriving, well behind other religious groups. They were less likely to report being happy and respected, and more likely to report feeling anger.

Executive Director Dalia Mogahed said that might have something to do with their stage in life when terrorists attacked on Sept. 11, 2001, and perceptions of Muslims changed.

"They went from being an anonymous sort of group to being in the limelight," Mogahed said.

Young Muslims also were less likely to be registered to vote.

Mohamed Soltan, president of the Muslim Students' Association at Ohio State University, said that young Muslims locally are less politically active than their counterparts. But that is changing.

"This is one of our top priorities, to get people out to vote. We advocate: 'You have to get involved. This is your country.' " 
CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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Al Arabiya News Channel
American Muslims outlook more positive than other countries. US Muslims prosperous but socially alienated: poll

Marwa Awad and Courtney C. Radsch

March 03, 2009

http://www.alarabiya.net/articles/2009/03/03/67603.html
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	Muslim-Americans had a more positive outlook on the world than Muslims in other countries


CAIRO/DUBAI (Marwa Awad, Courtney C. Radsch)
American Muslims are more likely than their counterparts in the rest of the world to feel accomplished and successful yet feel socially alienated from mainstream society, according to a poll published Monday.

Muslim-Americans had a more positive outlook on the world than Muslims in other countries but also experienced higher levels of discontent than other religious groups in the U.S. according to the poll by the Gallup Organization. 

Despite being economically integrated with high rates of engagement in the workforce, American Muslims felt socially alienated and said they struggled to find happiness within their society.

Racially and politically diverse but very religious, Muslim Americans are younger and more highly educated than the typical American but resemble Americans in their outlook on life more than that of Muslims in predominantly Muslim countries.

	The Gallup survey Muslim Americans: A National Portrait, was conducted by the Gallup's Center for Muslim Studies, is the first of its kind to conduct research on a random selection of American Muslims. Out of 319,000 people interviewed across the U.S. last year, Gallup identified 946 Muslims were selected for the study.

"It is a national portrait in every sense of the word," Magali Rheault, senior analyst with the Gallup's Center for Muslim Studies told AlArabiya.net. "We found that American Muslims signified the mosaic that is America."

Muslim-Americans were found to be "thriving," or categorized themselves as being at the upper end of a scale measuring life satisfaction, more than Muslims in nearly every Muslim-majority country. Yet American Muslims were less content than other religious groups in the U.S. at 41 percent, 15 percent below Jewish-Americans, for example.

The poll found that Muslims in Saudi Arabia and Germany ranked higher than U.S. Muslims under the "thriving" category, with Saudi Arabia ranking the highest at 51 percent followed by Germany at 47 percent.

But less than 20 percent of Muslims in Indonesia, Pakistan, Egypt, Bangladesh, Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan were thriving while those who were “suffering” ranged between 20 and 45 percent. 

	

	Politics, religiosity and women 

" We discovered how diverse Muslim Americans are...They are the most racially diverse religious group surveyed in the United States "
Magali Rheault

Data culled showed American Muslims to be the most ethnically and politically diverse religious group in the United States. 

"We discovered how diverse Muslim Americans are,” said Rheault. "They are the most racially diverse religious group surveyed in the United States."

Political ideology underscored such diversity as U.S. Muslims were found across the spectrum from liberal to conservative, their party identification resembling that of the Jews. Four in 10 said they were liberal, a small minority affiliated with the Republicans and half were Democrats.

Eighty percent said Islam was a vital part of their daily lives, a percentage exceeded only by the Mormons at 85 percent. The study also reported that women attended mosque with the same frequency as men, which differ from their coreligionists in the Arab world.

Contrary to gender stereotypes and reflecting the trend among the general society, Muslim American women were found to have higher degrees more than their male counterparts with 42 percent of Muslim women having secondary education compared with 39 percent of Muslim men. American Muslims as a religious group came second only to Jewish Americans in terms of attaining higher education.

Muslim American women also showed surprisingly high levels of participation in the work force and reported near to equal income to men, giving the religious group the highest degree of economic gender parity. 

	

	Flourishing but dissatisfied 

" American Muslims in general were found to feel alienated from the mainstream "
Magali Rheault

Despite economic and educational accomplishments, Muslims in the U.S. are the most dissatisfied compared to any other religious group including Jews, Roman Catholics, Protestants and Mormons. 

The biggest segment of Muslims are African-American, who comprise 35 percent of Muslim-Americans and report lower rates of income, education and employment.

Social alienation was the main source of discontent, cutting across the wide social, racial and political spectrum of Muslims and manifesting itself in the low levels of Muslim voter registration, involvement in inter-religious activities and sense of belonging within the residential community.

"American Muslims in general were found to feel alienated from the mainstream,” Rheault explained, “especially among Muslim youth who despite showing different markers of well being still lagged behind other youth in terms of their hope for the future."

Young Muslim Americans initially presented a "positive profile," as they were highly engaged in the workforce and had good health compared to Americans on the whole. Yet when asked to evaluate their lives and their plans for the future, very few were optimistic about their future while many were unsatisfied about their lives.

"It could be that young Muslims are less satisfied with their image in the media and therefore express less optimism," Rheault speculated, adding that the Gallup center plans to further investigate this issue.


CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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The Washington Times
Survey: U.S. Muslim women liberated
Julia Duin
March 03, 2009

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/mar/03/survey-us-muslim-women-find-liberation/
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Harvard University has established women-only hours to accommodate Muslim women who say their religion does not permit them to exercise in front of men. (Associated Press)

American Muslims include some of the world's most liberated Islamic women and the largest percentage of young people of any religious community in the country, according to a new report issued Monday by the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies. 

The survey also coined a new phrase: "post 9/11 trauma" to apply to the country's estimated 2 million to 4 million Muslims. 

Fifty-nine percent of Muslim-American women work; a greater percentage than women in other faiths, according to "Muslim Americans: A National Portrait." The survey, which polled 946 self-identified Muslims from January to November 2008, has a sampling error margin of plus or minus 4 percent. 

Whereas women in Muslim majority countries such as Saudi Arabia and Egypt are only half as likely to attend Friday prayers at a mosque, 40 percent of Muslim women attend mosque here, about par with 42 percent of Muslim men. 

It's "not true" that U.S. Muslim women are oppressed, Ahmed Younis, a senior analyst for the center said. "Muslim women are roughly equal to men in education, income and mosque attendance." 

The survey also revealed Muslims are the country's most ethnically diverse religious group: 35 percent are black; 28 percent are white, which includes ethnic Arabs; 18 percent are Asian; 18 percent are "other"; and 1 percent are Hispanic. 

Muslims also have the largest households in the country at 3.81 persons on average compared with 2.9 in the general population, and the highest numbers of children, an average of 1.33 compared with 0.75 in the general population. This outstrips the next largest group — Mormons — who average 1.24 children per household. Forty percent have college degrees or postgraduate degrees, second only to American Jews, and much higher than the general public at 29 percent. 

Seventy percent are employed compared with 64 percent of Americans overall. 

They are the heaviest smokers, at 24 percent, among American religious groups. The next highest at 19 percent are Catholics. 
Muslims are 49 percent Democrat, 8 percent Republican and 37 percent independent. In terms of categories, 38 percent identified themselves as "moderate" with the remaining 61 percent split between "liberal" and "conservative." 

"After Jews, Muslims are most likely to call themselves 'liberal,'" Mr. Younis said. However, only 64 percent of all Muslims are registered to vote compared with 81 percent of the general populace, he said. 

Eighty percent said religion is 'very important' in their lives, which comes between 85 percent of Mormons who agree with that question and 76 percent of Protestants who agree. Internationally, the 80 percent figure is most similar to levels in Iran, analysts said. 

Jews, incidentally, at 39 percent, are the least likely American group to say religion is very important to them. 

Young Muslims are much more religious than many of their peers, according to the survey. Seventy-seven percent said religion is "very important" to them, comparable to the 74 percent of Protestants, and much more than young Jews at 42 percent and young Catholics at 57 percent. 

At a Monday press conference, analysts introduced a variety of nuanced questions to measure Islamic well-being in this country. Questions ranged from frequency of feelings of anger to whether they felt respected, stressed, worried or rested. 

Muslims scored lower than other religious groups in many of these categories, including "thriving," a catchall for physical and emotional health. Forty-one percent of American Muslims said they were "thriving" and 56 percent said they were "struggling," which is lower than all other American religious groups. 

Dalia Mogahed, executive director for the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies and a Muslim herself, said her co-religionists suffer from "post 9/11 trauma." 

She explained, "The community has gone through a turbulent eight years. Muslims are the most negatively viewed religious community in the country. Only 35 percent of Americans harbor no prejudice against Muslims. Nineteen percent of Americans said they harbor "a great deal" of prejudice. 

Additional Gallup poll data show only 45 percent of all Americans believe Muslims are loyal citizens, she added, "so there is an aspect of being pushed away, of being seen with suspicion." 

This alienation is keener among those ages 12 to 21, she said. 

"They went through a very turbulent eight years at an important part of their lives," she said, "from being invisible to being the most interesting minority in America in a negative way." 
CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
[image: image14.png]



Agence France Presse

Report on Muslim Americans chips away at myths about Islam

March 03, 2009

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ikpae6tlGjguzGXMo3pbul5olCeA
WASHINGTON (AFP) — Muslim American women are educated, active in the workforce and on an equal footing with men in terms of income, according to a report released on Monday, which analysts said chips away at myths associated with Islam.

"What we learned in the study is that US Muslim women are roughly equal to men and to women who are non-Muslims in America in their level of education, level of income, level of religiosity and mosque attendance," Ahmed Younis, a senior analyst at the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies, told reporters.

"The Achilles Heel that has always existed -- that Muslims are 'not like us' because their women are oppressed -- well, the data speak to the proposition that that is absolutely not true," said Younis.

The report, based on data culled from 946 people who identified themselves as Muslims out of a sample of more than 319,000 interviewed across the United States last year, showed that Muslim American women and the religious group as a whole are second only to Jewish Americans in terms of educational attainment.

Forty percent of Muslims have a bachelor's or graduate degree, compared with 61 percent of Jews and 29 percent of the US population as a whole.

US Muslim women stand out, both compared to their global counterparts and women from other religious groups in the United States, in that they are statistically as likely as their male counterparts to have earned a university degree or higher.

Forty-two percent of Muslim women had degrees compared with 39 percent of Muslim men in the United States.

Jewish women trailed Jewish men by six percentage points in the higher-education achievement realm, and for the US population as a whole, 29 percent of women and 30 percent of men had bachelor's degrees or better.

The study also showed that Muslim American women tend to earn the same as men, both at the low and high ends of the income scale, giving the religious group the highest degree of economic gender parity.

Muslim women in the United States also frequent mosques as often as their male counterparts, "in sharp contrast to women in many majority Muslim countries who are generally less likely than men to report attending a religious service in the last week," the report said.

And more Muslim women than men in the United States -- 46 percent versus 38 percent -- said they are "thriving", or categorized themselves as being at the upper end of a scale measuring life satisfaction.

"The Muslim-American experience for a woman yields to her the opportunities and freedoms that America generally yields to women," said Younis.

"There is a uniqueness of experience among Muslim-American women vis a vis Muslims globally," he added.

Indeed, Muslims in the United States as a whole fare well compared with the Muslim populations in other Western societies.

While 41 percent of American Muslims said they are "thriving", only 23 percent in France and a mere seven percent in Britain said the same, the report showed.

The authors of the report called for a "rethink" of Americans' understanding of the US Muslim community.

"Muslims are the most negatively viewed religious community among Americans," Dalia Mogahed, executive director of the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies told AFP.

"Only 45 percent of Americans consider Muslims in the country as loyal and 25 percent of Americans said they wouldn't want to have Muslims as a neighbor," she said.

A huge survey of the world's Muslims released by Gallup last year showed that Muslims admire the West for its democracy, freedoms and technological prowess.

But when Americans were asked in the same study what they admired most about the Islamic world, "most replied 'Nothing'," said Mogahed.

The study was the first-ever conducted across the United States of a randomly selected sample of Muslim Americans.

Copyright © 2009 AFP. All rights reserved. More »
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Muslim American prosperity is tinged with alienation, survey finds

Sarah Gantz
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http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-muslims3-2009mar03,0,4554384.story
By Sarah Gantz 
March 3, 2009 

Reporting from Washington -- A study of Muslim Americans released Monday presents a portrait of an often misunderstood community -- one that is integrated socio-economically but culturally alienated; that succeeds in the workforce but struggles to find contentment.

The numbers suggest economic and career success among Muslim Americans -- they have a higher employment rate than the national average and are among the nation's most educated religious groups. Yet only 41% described themselves as "thriving."

 

· 

A diverse faith
And though the report by the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies states that Muslim Americans are more likely than the general public to hold a professional job, they expressed less satisfaction with their standard of living and community.

The disparity is a sign of the alienation some Muslim Americans may feel, experts say. Ahmed Younis, a senior analyst for the center, said some Muslim Americans feel a sense of "otherness" created by outside perceptions of their religion and a lack of involvement in their larger community.

Three-quarters of Muslim Americans polled said they were satisfied with their community, as opposed to nearly 90% among respondents from other religions. They also were less optimistic about the future of their communities. Muslim Americans ranked highest among American religious groups who believed their communities were getting worse.

The data reflect the responses of 941 Americans who identified themselves as Muslim in a survey of more than 300,000 Americans over the course of 2008. The nonpartisan research center is affiliated with the Gallup polling organization.

"There's no doubt that there is a certain sense of isolation and alienation -- there's no doubt," said U.S. Rep. Keith Ellison (D-Minn.), the first Muslim elected to Congress.

One reason for this may be because Muslim communities revolve around the mosque, Ellison said in an interview after the report's release. The key to a better-integrated Muslim American community, he said, is to make the mosque more welcoming for non-Muslims.

Muslim Americans ages 18 to 29 in particular reported discontent with their jobs and communities.

On average, those youths were unhappier, angrier and less optimistic than their peers in other religions, according to the report.

Only 78% of young Muslims reported having smiled or laughed the day before, while nearly 90% of Protestants, Catholics and Jews of the same age said they had.

A great deal of the emotional turbulence among young Muslims is due to the stereotypes and suspicion of Islam since the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, experts say.

"I can only imagine a 10- or 12-year-old getting the type of questions I get" about Islam, said Suhail Khan, a board member of the American Conservative Union and former public outreach aide in George W. Bush's administration. "I grew up in the '70s and '80s, and it wasn't an issue. It just wasn't."

Khan described Muslim Americans' integration into American society as a long, slow process tainted with discrimination and stereotypes, but one that other minorities have overcome.

"There is no doubt in my mind that we will not only see an end to the discrimination and the fear-mongering," Khan said, "we'll soon look back and wonder why some of this even went this far."

The entire report is available at www.MuslimWestFacts.com.
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Muslim American prosperity is tinged with alienation, survey finds

Sarah Gantz

March 03, 2009

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-muslims_t6_03mar03,0,3270236.story
WASHINGTON — A study of Muslim Americans released Monday by the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies presents a portrait of an often misunderstood community—socioeconomically integrated but culturally alienated; succeeding in the workforce but struggling to find contentment.

The numbers suggest economic and career success among Muslim Americans—they have a higher employment rate than the national average and are among the nation's most educated religious groups. 

And while Muslim Americans are more likely than the general public to be employed and hold a professional job, according to the report, they also expressed less satisfaction with their standard of living and community. Only 41 percent described themselves as "thriving." 

The disparity is a sign of the alienation some Muslim Americans may feel, experts say. Ahmed Younis, a senior analyst for the center, said some Muslim Americans feel a sense of "otherness" created by outside perceptions of their religion and a lack of involvement in their larger community.

Three-quarters of Muslim Americans polled said they were satisfied with their community, as opposed to nearly 90 percent among respondents from other religions. And they were less optimistic about the future of their communities. Muslim Americans ranked highest among religious groups in the U.S. who believed their communities were getting worse.

The data reflect the responses recorded by 946 of more than 300,000 Americans surveyed over the course of 2008 who identified themselves as Muslim. The Gallup Center for Muslim Studies is a non-partisan research center affiliated with the Gallup polling organization.

"There's no doubt that there is a certain sense of isolation and alienation—there's no doubt," said Rep. Keith Ellison (D-Minn.), the first Muslim elected to Congress. 

Muslim Americans age 18 to 29 in particular reported discontent with their jobs and communities. On average, Muslim American youth were unhappier, angrier and less optimistic than their peers of other religious groups, according to the report. 

Only 78 percent of young Muslims reported having smiled or laughed the day before, while nearly 90 percent of Protestants, Catholics and Jews of the same age said they had. 

A great deal of the emotional turbulence among young Muslim Americans is the product of the stereotypes and suspicion of Islam in the post-Sept. 11 era, experts say.
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	Wearing a Muslim head scarf, Monique Barrett has her driver’s license photo taken in Oklahoma City. A new report shows high levels of education and employment among Muslim Americans, but the group lags in political participation and a sense of well-being.
Paul Hellstern/AP/FILE



	US Muslims: young, diverse, striving

A new portrait of Muslim Americans depicts a group that has achieved a great deal, yet struggles for a sense of belonging.

By Jane Lampman | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

from the March 3, 2009 edition
A "national portrait" of Muslim Americans, released Monday by Gallup, depicts the youngest and most racially diverse religious community in the country as striving for a secure place in American society and an active role in public life. 

The report describes a group that has achieved successes and shares much in common with other Americans, yet struggles for a sense of belonging in a country where some citizens harbor post-9/11 suspicions about the Islamic faith. 

Drawing on data from three distinct Gallup surveys, the report compares Muslim Americans with other religious groups and the general US population, as well as with Muslims in other countries. 

Muslim Americans, for instance, are among the most highly educated religious groups in the US, second to Jews. In a remarkable finding, 43 percent of Muslim-American women hold a college or postgraduate degree, compared with 29 percent of US women overall. They are as likely as Muslim men to hold professional jobs. The group shows strong employment rates, including 30 percent in professional work and 25 percent self-employed. 

Muslim Americans volunteer in their communities to the same degree as other US citizens, and they give slightly more to charity. While 80 percent consider religion important to them, weekly worship attendance (41 percent) is typical of other religious groups. Their political participation has risen rapidly in recent years, though it still lags behind that of others. 

At the same time, Muslims are less likely than others to feel that they are "thriving." They express less satisfaction with community life and share with Jews a greater sense of worry and stress than other Americans. 

"The poll shows that the past eight years have taken their toll on Muslim Americans, particularly youths," says Dalia Mogahed, executive director of Gallup's Center for Muslim Studies. 

The Muslim community includes by far the highest proportion of young adults (18 to 29 years), with 36 percent in that category, compared with 9 percent of Protestants, 17 percent of Catholics, 23 percent of Mormons, 16 percent of Jews, and 18 percent of the US population. 

Muslim youths generally speak in positive terms about their lives, expressing satisfaction with their jobs and standards of living. Yet they are the least likely to consider themselves to be "thriving," with 40 percent agreeing, compared with 69 percent of young Jews and 61 percent of Protestant youths. Also, a bare majority of young Muslims say they are registered to vote, far lower than others of their age. 

Overall, 64 percent of Muslims are registered, compared with 81 percent of the general population. Some of the lag in political participation relates to immigrant families, says Amaney Jamal, a Muslim-American who teaches politics at Princeton University in New Jersey. "It takes some political socialization before they are fully ready to participate." 

For the most part, however, Muslim Americans "believe direct engagement is absolutely vital for their own standing in this society," Dr. Jamal says in an interview. "They also care about issues in the Muslim world and want to have some say in how those develop over time." 

In the political realm, US Muslims are spread more evenly across the spectrum than are other religious groups. Thirty-eight percent describe themselves as moderate, with 29 percent saying they are liberal and 25 percent conservative. 

In fact, although Muslims have a socially conservative image, they are the most likely group after Jewish-Americans to call themselves liberal. Seventy-nine percent voted for Barack Obama, the highest percentage of any religious group. 

Mr. Obama not only spoke in terms of equality and embracing all religions, Jamal explains, but he also symbolizes for many immigrants "what they hope for themselves – a man who worked hard and climbed the mobility ladder and succeeded, despite discrimination. 

"He is also seen as being able to influence Muslim politics in a more positive way while simultaneously being serious on the war on terror," she adds. 

Voices of Muslim Americans from various walks of life appear in the report, and a predominant theme is civic involvement. One individual emphasizes "stepping out of our community into participatory America;" another calls on Muslim youths to enter public service. 

Altaf Husain, a former national president of the Muslim Student Association now at Howard University in Washington, urges "an unrelenting focus on civic engagement ... to contribute to the betterment of American society." 

At the same time, Muslims are struggling for a greater sense of unity within their own community. Gallup finds they are by far the most racially diverse religious group in the US: thirty-five percent identify as African-American, 28 percent as white, 18 percent as Asian, and 1 percent as Hispanic. Other religious groups surveyed are from 76 percent to 93 percent "white." 

Cultural and other differences between African-American and some immigrant Muslim groups have not been easy to bridge.

"The Muslim community is a cross section of America's racial mosaic and holds within it the same struggles America as a whole has to deal with," says Ms. Mogahed of Gallup. "They are actively working for unity, and this may help America heal." 

Tayyibah Taylor, founder of Azizah magazine, speaks in the report of plans of the Muslim Alliance of North America to create town meetings across the US to engage in reconciliation and healing. 

"Muslim Americans: A National Portrait" includes findings from the first-ever nationwide representative random sample of Muslim Americans (in the Gallup Daily Poll), as well as from Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index, and Gallup World Poll. 
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Muslims in U.S. tend to feel better
March 03, 2009

http://www.freep.com/article/20090303/NEWS05/903030406/Muslims+in+U.S.+tend+to+feel+better
Muslims in America have a much more positive outlook on life than their counterparts in most predominantly Muslim countries and some other Western societies, according to a poll released Monday.

The Gallup Organization study found Muslim Americans to be racially and ideologically diverse, extremely religious, and younger and more highly educated than the typical American.

Gallup asked respondents to evaluate their life situation by placing themselves on a ladder where the bottom step, zero, equals the worst possible life and 10 the best possible life. Gallup defined as "thriving" those who said they're currently on at least step seven of that ladder and expect to be on step eight or higher about five years from now.

Muslim Americans (41%) were slightly less likely than Americans overall (46%) to be thriving. Yet the proportion of Muslims thriving in the United States was among the highest of Western societies surveyed, Gallup found. For example, only 8% of Muslims in the United Kingdom and 23% in France were thriving. One exception: 49% of Muslims were deemed thriving in Germany, which welcomed many immigrants from Turkey during labor shortages in the 1960s and 1970s.

"The lifestyle here, you can't beat it. America is the still the best place on earth to live. It's a country where diversity and plurality is encouraged," Tim Attalla , 49, of Northville, said Monday. "I hear stories where France wants to prevent women from wearing hijabs. That doesn't happen in America."

In predominantly Muslim countries, only in Saudi Arabia were more Muslims -- 51% -- thriving than in America.

Local community activist and educator Suehaila Amen said Monday that she wasn't surprised that the survey ranked all but one Muslim country -- and all but one European country -- lower than the United States

"There are constitutional rights and there are civil liberties," said Amen, 30, of Dearborn. "Even though they're sometimes infringed upon, they're still available. In some of these other countries, they don't have them, because they're not democracies like we are."

Gallup found only 11% of Muslims thriving in Indonesia and Pakistan, 13% in Egypt, in the high teens to 20% in Bangladesh, Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan, and 24% in Morocco. Gallup found the proportion "suffering" -- answering 0 to 4 on both ladder questions -- ranging from 20 to 26% in Turkey, Egypt and Lebanon and as high as 33% in Jordan and 45% in Pakistan.

In short, Muslim Americans look more like other Americans in their life outlook than they resemble Muslims in most predominantly Muslim nations.

The Gallup study painted an uncommon portrait of Muslims in a U.S. and global context by combining interviews with 946 Muslims from polling of more than 300,000 Americans throughout 2008 and comparing them to Gallup surveys in more than 140 other countries.

With Muslim-Americans probably making up only around 1% of the nation's population, few sound surveys have targeted the group, despite interest after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

Results were subject to sampling error of plus or minus 4 percentage points for Muslim-Americans, 0.2 points for all Americans and varying ranges in other countries.

Free Press Staff Writer Zlati Meyer contributed to this story.
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Thriving in America?

Zahed Amanullah
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/belief/2009/mar/03/religion-islam-us-gallup-thriving
Six years ago, I left the country where I was born and arrived in Britain with an intent to settle here with my new wife. I flew into Heathrow on a one way ticket – with no visa – and yet was allowed into the country with no difficulty, even though I was a Muslim immigrant arriving just over two years after 9/11. I was offered a job within two weeks, paid by a British company directly into a bank account back home while I sorted out my residency. When I did so a few months later, I was told it would take up to four weeks. It took 24 hours. 

This would normally be the type of story that drives Daily Mail readers mad, except for the one factor that trumps all others when it comes to personal identity, socioeconomics, and religious practice. I'm an American. 

This week, a Gallup poll confirmed what many other studies – particularly their own indispensable Who Speaks for Islam? What a Billion Muslims Really Think – have shown about American Muslims. They are among America's brightest and best-adjusted minorities. Forty three percent of American Muslim women hold a college or postgraduate degree, compared with 29% of American women overall. These women make as much as their male counterparts – with less inequality than any other religious group or America as a whole.

Added to those findings was a greater sense by American Muslims that they were "thriving" (41% vs 46% for Americans overall), dwarfing – with the exception of Saudi Arabia – the world's Muslim countries (Morocco's 24% is the next down the list). For Britain, this figure drops to 7%, well below the 17% and 11% of their co-religionists in Bangladesh and Pakistan respectively. 

For years, the US government has picked up on findings such as these, touting their well integrated Muslims to the rest of the world. But polls, useful and important as they are, cloud issues of culture, class, and immigration that are more relevant. Poll averages hide disparities between working class African-American Muslims and immigrant professionals. And the strong emphasis on immigration in the British debate, with a focus on language, ghettos, and unfamiliar customs, does not translate well in America. If Mexico was a Muslim country, things would sound a lot more familiar.

It's easy to jump on Britain's 7% figure and extrapolate many unsavoury things about British Muslim life. Yet the sense of tension here, even compared to post-9/11 America, is palpable. At the risk of echoing Barack Obama's worst campaign gaffe, people may cling to religion, culture, and the proximity of their families in these circumstances. Even then, British Muslims have thrived in demonstrable ways – in literature, music, politics, and business. How one feels about "thriving" (as the figures from Bangladesh show) is relative. I feel I'm thriving here, too.

We must admit that the American model of integration, strong as it is, benefits from a generous helping of good fortune. No ethnic group dominates among American Muslims, who are roughly divided into Arabs, African-Americans, and South Asians in equal numbers. For those that immigrated, the doors were open primarily to the professional and academic (student) classes – essentially pre-westernised and pre-assimilated. This allowed American Muslims to strip the cultural crust from Islamic practice more effectively than in any other country. Conventional attitudes towards gender roles, ritual practice, and participation in wider society are harder to enforce, allowing an American Muslim identity to form more rapidly. 

But all of this might still be beside the point. For the past three years I've worked as a project manager for a large development in Bradford's city centre, where I was the only Asian face among scores of people on the construction site. When my expected Yorkshire accent turned out American, I was often pulled aside by colleagues who extolled the virtues of my culture (that would be the American one, not the Asian one). Similarly, among the Muslims in Bradford I meet, I am rarely asked about Muslim life in America. Instead, I'm asked about American life in general – shopping, sports, cars, and big houses.

American Muslims may indeed be thriving more than their counterparts abroad. But this may say more about a deference to America, its culture, its economy, and just plain luck than about any inherent ability of America to fashion a better Muslim.
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Gallup Releases First of Its Kind Portrait of American Muslims

Dan Gilgoff

March 03, 2009

http://www.usnews.com/blogs/god-and-country/2009/03/03/gallup-releases-first-of-its-kind-portrait-of-american-muslims.html
By Dan Gilgoff, God & Country

Gallup has released a first-of-its-kind national portrait of American Muslims, the nation's most racially diverse religious group. Because of that diversity—35 percent of American Muslims are African-American, 28 percent are white, 18 percent are Asian, and 18 percent identify themselves as "other" racially—I'm not sure how meaningful Gallup's broad-brush look at American Muslims really is.

The largest group of American Muslims is made up of black converts to Islam; many are Nation of Islam members who have little in common with traditional Muslims. At the same time, most American Muslims are foreign born. So it makes a lot more sense to look at individual American Muslim communities, or at least to separate Nation of Islam members from immigrant Muslims. With those caveats, here are the Gallup Poll's key findings:

· Muslim American women are one of the most highly educated female religious groups in the United States, second only to Jewish American women. In addition, as a group, Muslim Americans have the highest degree of economic gender parity at the high and low ends of the income spectrum.

· Only 51 percent of young Muslim Americans are registered to vote, which is one of the lowest percentages among young Americans surveyed.

· The 41 percent of Muslim Americans considered to be "thriving" is the lowest percentage among religious groups studied.

· When asked whether religion is an important part of their daily lives, 80 percent of Muslim Americans answer in the affirmative. Of the religious groups studied, only Mormons (85 percent) are more likely than Muslims to say religion plays an important role in their lives.
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Engaging American Muslims in policy

By Amreena Hussain 
March 3, 2009

A new Gallup poll finds that American Muslims consider themselves to be thriving, and yet large numbers say they do not feel content. Is that any wonder, when Muslims traditionally have been excluded, or have excluded themselves, from social and political involvement in this country?

The North East Chapter of the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) will bring its annual conference to Baltimore in May. The theme is "What it means to be Muslim in America." As a young Muslim woman who has attended many such conferences, I am quite familiar with the theme. In the ISNA's 50-year history, the subject of "being Muslim in America" has seemed to fluctuate with every change in American foreign policy - and never much else. At least, not until now.

For Muslim Americans, engagement in domestic policy has been marked by mutual disinterest and dissociation. This is not too surprising in a community with a fairly self-sufficient suburbanized citizenry whose primary policy concerns lie beyond American shores - events such as wars in Muslim totalitarian states and American foreign policy concerning Iran, Palestine and Lebanon. Yet this audience is just as concerned with its image in the U.S. as it is with growing unrest in the Muslim world. 

The moral dilemma of the American Muslim has grown exponentially in the past few years. We grapple with a sense of responsibility for global terrorism in the name of Islam, while we simultaneously struggle to come to terms with an American attitude that vacillated between anti-terrorism and anti-Islamism through the Bush years. The Muslim community has, for the most part, chosen to face this dilemma with silence and inaction. 

Decades ago, community organizing among American Muslims promoted efforts to assimilate and engage in the existing social fabric. However, this soon turned into defensive protectionism of the Muslim lifestyle, manifest in civic disengagement and seclusion. But U.S engagement with the Muslim world in recent years has piqued American interest in Muslims - and Muslim interest in America. Speaking at a recent event at the Johns Hopkins University, Haris Tarin, director of community development at the Muslim Public Affairs Council, addressed the mutual "skirting" of issues between the U.S. government and the American Muslim community. He suggested that the way to melt this silent face-off between the state and an alienated Muslim community would be to revive the attempts at civic engagement by the American Muslim community from half a century ago. 

The idea seems to be catching on. During last year's election campaign, I was pleasantly surprised to hear imams during Friday sermons encourage people to campaign and vote. Muslim student associations across the country are stepping beyond the routine Friday-prayer and Ramadan-dinner schedule to host awareness events. It is heartening to see energy channeled toward making American Muslims more than silent spectators. 

America's 2.5 million Muslims are a drop in the ocean of American diversity - and an even tinier drop in a sea of more than a billion Muslims worldwide. But we are also the socially, educationally, financially fit among the world's Muslims. It is time we became involved in policy, both foreign and not. It is time we realized that we have left our monarchies and dictatorships on a different continent and arrived in a land where we can assert ourselves only by engaging in local social and political action. 

Amreena Hussain is a graduate student in the Institute for Policy Studies of the Johns Hopkins University. Her e-mail is 

amreena.hussain@gmail.com.
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Men praying in the Fatih Mosque in New York. Some 80 per cent of US Muslims surveyed say religion plays an important part in their daily lives. Ed Ou / AP
WASHINGTON // Muslim-Americans are among the best-educated religious groups in the US – and more likely to be employed than the general population – but they are less likely to participate in the political process and be classified as “thriving”, according to a major new survey.

A national poll released this week by the Gallup firm offers a wide-ranging – and complex – snapshot of the Muslim-American community, which is among the most diverse in the United States.

On one hand, US Muslims overall are well-educated with relatively good incomes and they have largely integrated into society economically, the survey found. On the other, in comparison with other religious groups, they remained – or at least felt – isolated in many other ways, including politically and socially.

Moreover, Muslim youth, while they reported feeling generally positive about the quality of their lives, were markedly less optimistic than their non-Muslim peers.

Dalia Mogahed, the executive director of Gallup’s Center for Muslim Studies, which conducted the survey, called the experience of Muslim-Americans a “uniquely American” one – in that it reflects many US trends – and said it mirrors “the nation’s strengths and struggles”.

“The picture is hopeful, but also filled with many challenges,” she said at the survey’s public release at the Newseum in Washington on Monday.

Among the findings: the largest segment of US Muslims, or 35 per cent, is African-American and the Muslim-American community has the highest share of young people of any religious group. More than one-third are between the ages of 18 and 29.

Muslims in the US are highly religious – though not as religious as in other countries – with 80 per cent saying religion plays an important role in their daily lives, compared with 65 per cent of the general population (only Mormons reported being more religious). About four in 10 said they attend mosque at least once a week, with women attending as often as men.

Politically, about half of American Muslims identified themselves as Democrats, while 37 per cent said they are independents and eight per cent Republicans. Relative to other groups, they were among the most likely to describe themselves as liberal and the least likely to say they are conservative, but about two-fifths reported holding moderate political views.

Their participation in the political process, though, appeared to be less than other groups. Sixty-four per cent were registered to vote, compared with 90 per cent for Jews, 76 per cent for Catholics and 81 per cent for the general US population. White Muslim-Americans were far less likely to be registered than whites in the general population; the same held true for black Muslims relative to African-Americans in the population at large.

Despite their many relative successes, Muslim-Americans were the least likely of any of the major faith groups surveyed – including Jews, Protestants, Mormons and Roman Catholics – to be classified as “thriving” when asked to consider their current situations and their expectations for the near future, or the next five years. Just 41 per cent were classified as such, compared with 56 per cent of Jews and about half of Mormons.

At the same time, 56 per cent of Muslim-Americans considered themselves to be “struggling”, the highest of any group.

With respect to what the researchers called “emotional well-being”, US Muslims reported experiencing more stress than other groups – though about the same amount as the general population – and considerably more anger. They also were least likely to report feeling a lot of happiness the day before.

Still, Muslim-Americans appeared far more satisfied with their lives than their peers in most other countries, with Saudi Arabia and Germany the notable exceptions, the survey found.

That could be a function of lower education levels and lower household incomes, Gallup researchers said. For instance, while 70 per cent of US Muslims reported being employed, only 45 per cent of French Muslims and 38 per cent of British Muslims did, said Magali Rheault, a senior analyst at the Center for Muslim Studies.

“Muslim-Americans look more like Americans than they do to Muslims in other western countries or even to Muslims in predominantly Muslim nations,” she said.

According to Gallup, “Muslim Americans: A National Portrait” is the first-ever study of a randomly selected, nationally representative sample of Muslim-Americans. Researchers conducted more than 300,000 interviews of US households throughout much of last year; of the total sample, 946 individuals identified themselves as Muslims.

In making comparisons to Muslims outside the United States, researchers used data from the Gallup World Poll, which the organisation says represents 95 per cent of the world’s population.

The margin of error for the Muslim-American sample was plus or minus four percentage points.

Ahmed Younis, another senior analyst at the centre, noted in particular what he called a “uniqueness of experience” among Muslim-American women relative to their counterparts elsewhere.

“The Muslim-American experience for a woman yields to her the opportunities and freedoms that America generally yields to women,” Mr Younis said, adding that one in three Muslim-American women is a professional, one in six is self-employed and, as a group, they attend religious services as often as men do, a departure from the norm in most other countries.

US Muslim women are among the best-educated American women of any religious group, second only to Jewish women. At the same time, they are less likely to report feeling respected in their daily life.

eniedowski@thenational.ae
CLICK HERE TO RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
[image: image26.png]THE JEWISH DAILY

FORWARD

Oniins home of the weskly Forward nawspapsr




The Jewish Daily Forward

JCPA Approves Effort To Build Dialogue With Muslim Groups
Nathan Guttman
March 05, 2009

http://forward.com/articles/103606/
Washington — The Jewish community’s main umbrella organization for domestic policy has struck a significant blow against internal resistance to dialogue with Muslims.

The Jewish Council for Public Affairs adopted a resolution March 2, calling for local and national Jewish groups to build coalitions with Muslim Americans and to oppose anti-Muslim bias.

[image: image27.jpg]



CHARlEs wEIsEHAHn

Talking the Talk: At a recent meeting convened by the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding, Rabbi Marc Schneier (center left) speaks with Imam Khalid Latif (left) and Imam Shamsi Ali (right).

“Jewish and Muslim Americans…should work in coalition to advance our common commitment to civil liberties, the struggle against all forms of terrorism, racism, anti-Semitism (and) anti-Muslim prejudice,” the resolution declared. It also strongly denounces anti-Muslim bias and harassment.

The resolution comes 18 months after Rabbi Eric Yoffie, president of the Union for Reform Judaism — America’s largest Jewish religious denomination — broke new ground by addressing a major Islamic organization, despite strong criticism from some quarters of the Jewish community.

“There has been a long desire to do it,” said Rabbi Steve Gutow, executive director of the JCPA, in an interview at the group’s annual conference in Washington, where the resolution was passed. “This feeling is stronger among Jews. We want to reach out.” He added that interest in engaging with the Muslim community has only grown with the intensified conflict in the Middle East.

Previous attempts at engaging with the Muslim community have left some Jewish activists bruised and scarred by skepticism and harsh criticism from their fellow Jews.

One such activist is Rabbi Michael Paley of New York, who warned a room filled with community leaders, “It’s a dangerous conversation.” The danger, Paley said, is not from what is being said inside the room, but rather from how it will be perceived by other Jews.

“If you’ve gone on a panel with someone who 10 to 15 years ago took a picture with someone who is objectionable to some in the Jewish community, you’re in trouble,” Paley said, speaking from experience.

In August 2007, after already being deeply involved in dialogue with the Muslim community, Paley spoke out in defense of the principal of a planned Arabic-language middle school in Brooklyn who had come under fire mostly from Jewish scholars. The critics accused her, wrongly, of being a “9/11 denier”— someone who rejected Muslim or Arab responsibility for the World Trade Center attack.
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Muzzled: Rabbi Michael Paley was silenced after defending a Muslim educator.

Following his public comments on the principal’s behalf, Paley, a scholar-in-residence and director of UJA-Federation of New York’s Jewish resource center, was ordered not to speak on the issue anymore. He told communal activists attending the plenum that pursuing Jewish-Muslim ties requires some courage.

Rabbi Jack Moline of Agudas Achim Congregation in Arlington, Va., also encountered criticism when trying to promote dialogue between Jews and Muslims. He said that each attempt to raise the issue brought about challenges from congregants “who believe Islam is essentially anti-Jewish.”

The issue boils down to the question of what makes a legitimate partner on the Muslim side.

In 2006, a public dialogue between prominent New York Orthodox rabbi Marc Schneier and Muslim spiritual leader Omar Abu Namous provoked outrage rather than amity from audience members at Schneier’s synagogue. When pressed about why more Muslims don’t speak out against Islamic extremism, the otherwise genial Palestinian Muslim — imam of New York’s largest mosque — unleashed a barrage of criticisms against Israel, even questioning its legitimacy.

“It demonstrated how far apart we are and opened my eyes to the reality that we have a long way to go,” Schneier said after the event.

The URJ, on the other hand, has been engaged for more than a year in an extensive dialogue with the Islamic Society of North America, the largest Muslim organization in the United States.

Steven Emerson, founder and executive director of the Investigative Project On Terrorism, which has focused on exposing Muslim extremists in America, said that although ISNA is more moderate than other Muslim groups, it was still the wrong choice.

“The only thing that came out of it was legitimizing groups and individuals that did not change their views,” Emerson said.

ISNA, he argued, has continued to issue radical statements and to host antisemites.

But Rabbi Schneier noted that at the behest of Jewish groups, ISNA president Sayeed Syeed intervened with the King of Saudi Arabia last year to convince him to disinvite the Jewish anti-Zionist group Neturei Karta from a high-profile international gathering of religious leaders the monarch was sponsoring.

“This was unprecedented,” he said in an interview last October. “This is the kind of relationship we have been working for.”

Some JCPA participants raised questions regarding ties with another group — the Council on American-Islamic Relations, a Muslim civil rights organization. The federal government cited CAIR, among many others, as an “unindicted co-conspirator” in its criminal case against the Holy Land Foundation, which was convicted last November of funneling large sums to Hamas, a U.S.-designated terrorist organization.

Civil liberties groups pointed out that “unindicted co-conspirators” have no chance to defend themselves against the charge in court.

Nevertheless, Schneier noted last October that for most Jewish leaders, including himself, CAIR remains “beyond the pale” because of some of its officials’ alleged ties to, or refusal to, denounce Hamas, which has taken responsibility for numerous terror attacks targeting Israeli civilians.

Referring to CAIR’s executive director, Paley said, “I cannot talk to Nihad Awad: It would jeopardize my job at UJA.” He added, however, that he had some “good accidental talks” with Awad when he ran into him on various occasions.

Imam Mohamed Magid, who addressed the JCPA gathering, said that at times, the Muslim community, too, questions his push for dialogue with the Jewish community. “I’m going to stay the course,” said Magid, who heads the All Dulles Area Muslim Society in Virginia and is known in the Muslim world as a strong critic of antisemitism. “You have to be true to your principles.”

Jewish activists currently involved in dialogue with Muslim groups agree that talks should focus on issues with potential for common ground — not on the Israeli-Arab conflict, which is viewed as a non-starter for interfaith discussion. Among the issues suggested for coalition building were human rights, health care, immigration and poverty.

To that idea, Emerson replied, “You can talk about health care with David Duke.”

A recent Gallup Poll of Muslim Americans, the largest ever conducted, suggested another possible common ground for Muslim and Jews — political affiliation. Both groups have similar voting patterns: Half of the Muslims identify as Democrats, a third as Independents and only a small minority as Republicans. The survey also found American Muslim women to be more highly educated than women in every religious group except Jews.

The JCPA plenum supported the pro-dialogue resolution by a large majority.

The Reform movement’s Mark Pelavin, who presented the resolution, stressed that many local Jewish communities across the country are “looking for guidance” on how to go about reaching out to Muslims.

But the American Jewish Congress’s acting co-executive director, Marc Stern, voted against the resolution and argued that guidance is exactly what it lacks. “It talks only about the easy issues,” he said, noting that the resolution does not address the problems of choosing Muslim interlocutors and setting the agenda for a dialogue.
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	US Faces Challenges As It Tries to Engage Muslim World 

	Mohamed Elshinnawi 
March 06, 2009

http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-03-06-voa34.cfm
	


With a new presidential administration in office, there is renewed discussion in Washington on improving the U.S outreach to the Muslim world. A new public opinion survey in Arab and Muslim countries by the group World Public Opinion shows how difficult and complex that effort will be. 
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A guard tower tops the coils of razor wire at Camp Delta, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba

	


Since the terrorist attacks of September 11th, 2001, mistrust has characterized the relationship between the United States and the Muslim world, according to a new survey by World Public Opinion. It says the abuse of prisoners at Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison and the detention of terrorism suspects in Guantanamo Bay have contributed to Muslim perceptions that they have been the targets in the U.S. war on terror. 

While seven in 10 people surveyed in Muslim countries said they disapprove of attacks on American civlians, large majorities support the al-Qaida goal of ridding the Muslim world of U.S. military bases and troops.
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Director of World Public Opinion Steven Kull says the United States can improve relations with the Muslim world by showing it respects people and countries in the region

	


Steven Kull, the director of World Public Opinion, describes the dilemma Washington faces trying to fight terrorism with expanded military presence in Islamic countries.

"Our military presence provoked a certain response that created a certain sympathy for terrorist groups and probably facilitated for them the recruitment process," he says. "So I think American policy-makers are in a kind of conundrum, where they have to consider the consequences of military presence." 

Taking a more active role to settle the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, accepting the outcome of elections even if Islamists win, and treating Muslims and their faith with respect are all steps Kull says Washington should take if it wants to better engage the Muslim world.
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Senator John Kerry argues the United States must stop tolerating the "Islamo-phobia" that arose after the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks

	


A similar theme was struck at a recent Senate committee hearing chaired by Democratic Senator John Kerry. He emphasized President Obama's commitment to a relationship with the Muslim world based on mutual respect.  

 "If we truly want to empower Muslim moderates, we must also stop tolerating the casual Islamo-phobia that has seeped into our political discourse since 9/11," he said. 

Experts such as former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright also weighed in with recommendations for engaging Muslim communities around the world.
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Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright advises the current administration to use diplomacy to resolve conflicts in the Middle East

	


"Vigorous use of diplomacy to resolve conflicts, support for improved governance in Muslim majority states, efforts to enlarge economic opportunity and steps based on dialogue to enhance mutual understanding," she advised. 

She also highlighted the importance of talking and listening to the Muslim people around the world through exchange programs, language and cultural education, and better media communication, including having U.S. officials appear on the Al Jazeera television network. 
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Dalia Mogahed, of the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies, says polls show Muslims want the United States to treat them as equals

	


Muslim-American community experts also are weighing in with their own recommendations. Gallup Center for Muslim Studies Executive Director Dalia Mogahed recommended three steps cited in surveys to better engage the Muslim people.

"Resolution of conflicts, political and economic reform and mutual respect," she said. "Whether we are talking to someone in Casablanca or Kuala Lumpur, the most frequent response was for the West to demonstrate more respect for Islam and to regard Muslims as equals, not inferior."  
 
She argues that many believe Muslims are being denied what they most admire about America - the rule of law, self determination and human rights. This happens, she says, when Washington is seen as supporting unelected Arab autocrats, occupies Muslim nations, and is perceived as passive in response to Israeli actions against Palestinians.  

A settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, experts agree, would help boost U.S. prestige in the Muslim world. Senator Kerry goes further, saying that without an American demonstration of commitment to act as an honest broker in resolving the conflict, it will be impossible to undertake any effort to reach out to Muslims anywhere. 
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Gallup: Muslim Americans the most diverse U.S. religious group

Sam Hodges

March 02, 2009

http://religionblog.dallasnews.com/archives/2009/03/gallup-muslim-americans-the-mo.html

Bruce linked earlier to the New York Times story on Gallup's study of Muslim Americans. Here's a press release with the polling firm's highlights of results:

FIRST-EVER SNAPSHOT OF MUSLIM AMERICA REVEALED BY GALLUP CENTER FOR MUSLIM STUDIES


Data dispels preconceived notions and reveals a Muslim American community as diverse as the American mosaic

Washington, D.C., March 2, 2009 - The Gallup Center for Muslim Studies (GCMS) released today the first comprehensive study of the Muslim American community and its habits, perspectives and beliefs. This unprecedented snapshot of Muslim Americans offers intriguing insights into this community's perspectives on "kitchen-table" issues ranging from the economy to politics. The results provide objective data that could help ground discussions and efforts by many, including the Obama Administration, to reach out to and better understand Muslims in the United States and around the globe. 

"Our study shatters some myths about the Muslim community in the United States," said Gallup Center for Muslim Studies Executive Director Dalia Mogahed. The report reveals a new picture of an empowered, well-educated American Muslim woman who enjoys pay-parity with her male counterparts. It indicates Jewish and Muslim Americans are surprisingly similar on a range of issues, including political affiliation; and it proves the Muslim American community stands as the most diverse U.S. religious group in terms of ethnic diversity, socio-economic status, education levels and political affiliation. 

Unveiled this morning at a Washington, D.C., event at the Newseum, Muslim Americans: a National Portrait takes a comprehensive look at the Muslim community without differentiating between native- and foreign-born Muslims. Derived from more than 300,000 national household interviews conducted over the past year, the findings represent the first in a series of annual reports on Muslim Americans to be released by GCMS.

"By creating a more accurate, three-dimensional picture of Muslim Americans, our report can serve a timely purpose by shedding new light on an often misunderstood community," said Mogahed. "With a new U.S. administration seeking to improve relations with the wider Muslim world, the objective data will help provide a foundation of understanding to help guide those and other efforts," continued Mogahed. "Our study reveals an ethnically heterogeneous, politically diverse, well-educated and uniquely American Muslim community. And as shareholders of the American dream, Muslim Americans today represent a vital organ in the body of America."

"The findings in Muslim Americans: a National Portrait inextricably highlight one of America's greatest attributes - our diversity. And undoubtedly, the Muslim American experience is as uniquely American and varied as any. They are native-born and immigrants. They are rich, poor, liberal, moderate and conservative," said Ahmed Younis, Senior Analyst, GCMS. "I look forward to more discoveries as we continue to delve deeper into understanding more about this community and the critical role it plays in the mosaic of America."

-more-

8 Things You May Not Know About Muslim Americans

· Muslim Americans represent the only faith community without a majority race. They are black, white, Asian and Hispanic. African-Americans, not Arabs, make up the largest ethnic group (35%).

Almost one-half of Muslim Americans identify themselves as Democrats, 37% say they are Independents and 8% Republicans. 

· Muslim Americans reflect the wider public's race-based education and income disparities, where Asian Muslim Americans are the most likely to report higher income and education while African-American Muslims are the least likely.

· Muslim women are at least as likely as Muslim men to hold a college or post-graduate degree, and Muslim women are more likely to work in a professional environment than women from most other U.S. religious groups.

While the majority of Muslim Americans are registered to vote (64%), they are the least likely faith community to do so. 

· More than a third (36%) of Muslim Americans are between the ages of 18 and 29, significantly more than the general public (18%). They are more likely than any other group to report being at work or school, with 70% reporting having a job, compared with the general public at 64%.

· Muslim Americans are more likely than the general public to report feeling negative emotions such as worry and anger, and less likely than other groups to classify themselves as "thriving."

· Similar to Christian respondents, eight in 10 Muslim Americans say religion is an important part of their daily lives.

About the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies

The Gallup Center for Muslim Studies is a nonpartisan research center dedicated to providing data-driven analysis, advice, and education on the views of Muslim populations around the world. It will draw upon Gallup's unprecedented global research initiative, the Gallup World Poll and the Gallup Poll of the Muslim World, to enable global leaders, institutions, and the public to make more informed decisions. www.gallupmuslimstudies.com

Muslim West Facts Project is a not-for-profit partnership between Gallup and the Coexist Foundation--an organization dedicated to promoting, encouraging and supporting engagement between Jews, Christians and Muslims both individually and through their respective communities through dialogue, education and research--to disseminate the findings of Gallup's independent research to opinion leaders around the world. www.muslimwestfacts.com

###
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BeliefNet
U.S. Muslims Thriving But Not Content, Raise Questions About Meaning of Happiness

March 03, 2009
http://blog.beliefnet.com/windowsanddoors/2009/03/us-muslims-thriving-but-not-co.html
A Gallup poll, released today provides important information about the experience of American Muslims. The most striking data include the fact that American Muslims report that they are thriving, more than do any other group of Muslims in the world, with the exception of those living in Saudi Arabia and Germany. At the same time however, they score out as the least contented religious group in America, when compared with Jews, Mormons, Catholics, and all Protestant denominations. 

Is this a crazy contradiction? I think not.

Any group that reports thriving, but remains discontented, could be charged with an unfair, if not altogether insatiable need for everything from material success to social acceptance, to outright dominance of the ambient culture, in order to be contented. That will be the "take away" for those for whom any new information about Muslims is meant to confirm a set of ugly presumptions about both Islam and those who practice it. And while there is reason for some concern about why it is American Muslim youth amongst whom the discontent is greatest, it's hardly the obvious conclusion here.

Perhaps what is happening is that as the community achieves the kind of material success which can be defined as "thriving", there come a widening of horizons and the growing expectation of what can yet be achieved, but hasn't yet. That would explain the "discontent". 

If that is the case, then this is really about managing expectations and the ethics of success. How does any community feel the fullness of what is has succeeded, keep reaching for more, and not allow the reach for more to undermine the joy at all that has been accomplished? How do any of us do that? 

How do we learn to be happy even if we are not satisfied? How do we nurture ambition and expectation, which are the drivers of all great achievement, without becoming cynical or bitter? How American Muslims or any other Americans answer these questions is especially important in these tough times. How any faith or practice helps us to do so, may be one of the most useful measures of their value.
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Oklahoma Lefty
A study of Muslims in America
March 03, 2009

http://oklahomalefty.blogspot.com/2009/03/study-of-muslims-in-america.html
A study of Muslims in America 

The Gallup Organization has conducted a study of Muslim-Americans that reveals “Muslims in America have a much more positive outlook on life than their counterparts in most predominantly Muslim countries and some other Western societies” and that “Muslim-Americans to be racially and ideologically diverse, extremely religious, and younger and more highly educated than the typical American.” 

The demographics of the study showed the following –

RELIGIOSITY: Muslim-Americans are more religious than other Americans, but less likely than those in predominantly Muslim countries to say religion plays an important part in their lives — 80 percent of Muslim-Americans compared to virtually all in Egypt, Indonesia, Bangladesh and Morocco, for example.

IDEOLOGY: Muslim-Americans are the U.S. religious group most evenly spread out along the political spectrum — 29% liberal, 38% moderate, 25% conservative.

PARTISANSHIP: 49 percent of Muslim-Americans called themselves Democrats, 8 percent Republican and 37 percent independent. Gallup found that among all Americans in 2008 34 percent identified as Democratic, 26 percent Republican and 33 percent independent. But voter registration was relatively low among Muslim-Americans.

OTHER DEMOGRAPHICS: Muslim-Americans skew young, with 36 percent age 18-29, double the rate for the general population. They're more likely than other Americans to be single. Forty percent have at least a college degree, compared to 29 percent of Americans overall. Muslims may be slightly more likely than other Americans to report low household income.


I’m glad to see that Gallup did this study because “traditional America” (for lack of a better term) does not know near enough about Muslim-Americans. Sadly there will those who pick and chose certain bits and pieces of this study to use to promote their own, anti-Muslim (and often anti-Democratic) ideas, but the same would also be done to a study of Christian-Americans (not that it is right, intellectually honesty, moral, or ethical thing to do). 
The more that we know about each other and the more we understand each other, the better off we will all be. This is something that I truly believe. The differences that separate us are not things that cannot be overcome by what we have in common. If we actually take the time and care enough to learn about each other that is. 
The original study can be seen here.
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Catholic Culture
New survey compares US Muslims, Catholics; conservative young Catholics outnumber liberals 2-1

March 03, 2009

http://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=2172
A new Gallup survey has compared Muslims in the United States with members of other religious communities, including Catholics. Only 41% of Muslims-- and 37% of Catholics-- attend services at least weekly. In one of the most surprising findings of the survey, more young Catholics (39%) describe themselves as conservative or very conservative than as moderate (35%) or as liberal or very liberal (20%). Among the other findings: 

· 80% of Muslims consider religion an important part of their daily life, while 68% of Catholics do 

· 45% of Catholics, and 41% of Muslims, believe they’re “thriving” 

· 56% of Catholics, and 51% of Muslims, between the ages of 18 and 29 are registered to vote, compared to 65% of the general population

· “39% of young Muslim Americans describe their views as moderate, 28% say they are either liberal or very liberal, while 20% consider themselves politically conservative or very conservative.” 

· 8% of Muslims are Republicans, while 49% are Democrats and 37% are independents. On the other hand, 29% of Muslims are Republicans, while 36% are Democrats and 34% are independents 

Source(s): these links will take you to other sites, in a new window.
· Muslim Americans Exemplify Diversity, Potential (Muslim West Facts)
· Full text of report
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America’s diverse, thriving, striving Muslims

Muhammed Qasim

March 03, 2009

http://www.islamonline.net/servlet/Satellite?c=Article_C&cid=1235628828968&pagename=Zone-English-News/NWELayout
America's Diverse, Thriving, Striving Muslims 

	By  Muhammed Qasim, IOL Correspondent 
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	"Our study reveals an ethnically heterogeneous, politically diverse, well-educated and uniquely American Muslim community," said Mogahed.


WASHINGTON — Racially and ideologically diverse, young and educated, thriving yet struggling are the main features of America's Muslims as projected in a new study that draws a rare, comprehensive portrait of the otherwise stereotyped community. 

"Our study reveals an ethnically heterogeneous, politically diverse, well-educated and uniquely American Muslim community," Dalia Mogahed, Executive Director of the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies (GCMS), told a press conference to mark the launch of the study.
	· Muslims Ask Obama for Inclusion, Change


The "Muslim Americans: a National Portrait" study was based on data from 319,000 interviewed conducted across the United States last year. 

It describes Muslims as a community that shares much in common with the wider American community than often depicted.
"Out study shatters some myths about the Muslim community," insisted Mogahed.
"Undoubtedly, the Muslim American experience is as uniquely American and varied as any," stressed Ahmed Younis, a senior GCMS analyst.
"They are native-born and immigrants, they are rich, poor, liberal, moderate and conservatives."
According to the study, Muslims are not one racially homogeneous group.
"Muslim Americans represent the only faith community without a majority race. They are black, white, Asian and Hispanic."
In terms of political affiliations, US Muslims are spread more evenly across the spectrum than are other religious groups.
Contrary to what is often thought, Muslims are younger and more highly educated than the typical American.
The study found that US Muslim women stand out, both compared to their global counterparts and women from other religious groups in the US.
"Muslim women are at least as likely as Muslim men to hold a college or post-graduate degree, and Muslim women are more likely to work in a professional environment than women from most other US religious groups," it indicated.
"Forty-two percent of Muslim women had degrees compared with 39 percent of Muslim men in the United States."
The study is the first-ever conducted across the United States of a randomly-selected sample of Muslim Americans.
Though there is no official figures, the United States is believed to be home to nearly seven million Muslims.
Thriving, Striving
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	"The data is very much valid, taken from more than 300,000 people," Assaoui told IOL.


According to the Gallup study, American Muslims as a whole are "thriving" compared with Muslim populations in other Western societies. 

Yet, the community is less likely than other Americans to feel so.
"Muslim Americans are more likely than the general public to report feeling negative emotions such as worry and anger, and less likely than other groups to classify themselves as 'thriving'."
The study found that Muslims are struggling with social and cultural alienation as they strive for a secure place in society.
American Muslims have become sensitized to an erosion of their civil rights since the 9/11 attacks.
Many Muslims have complained of being discriminated against on religious bases.
The study also suggested that Muslims struggle for a greater sense of unity within their own community amid cultural and other differences between African-Americans and some immigrant Muslim groups.
"To move forward and attain our aspirations in all spheres, Muslim Americans need to first achieve unity," Tayyibah Taylor, Editor in Chief of Azizah Magazine, told the study.
In an essay for the Gallup report, Rep. Keith Ellison -- the first Muslim elected to Congress — urged fellow Muslim Americans to "step out of the shadows."
"For too long — and particularly after 9/11 — Muslims have withdrawn into their own mosque-defined communities, denying themselves their rightful place in the fabric of America," he wrote.
"'Being Muslim' shouldn't need to be explained.
"However defined we are by our religion, we are equally defined by our nationalism; we are Americans."
Timely
The Gallup researchers believe that their study, creating an uncommon, three-dimensional portrait of Muslim Americans, is very much timely.
"Our report can serve a timely purpose by shedding new light on an often misunderstood community," said Mogahed.
"With a new US administration seeking to improve relations with the wider Muslim world, objective data will help provide a foundation of understanding to help guide those and other efforts."
The Obama administration has promised to turn a new leaf in America's relations with the Muslim world after eight rocky years under George W. Bush.
In his inauguration speech, Obama vowed to seek a "new way forward" with the Muslim world.
His Secretary of State Hillary Clinton visited Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim country, in her first foreign trip hoping to restore US image.
Experts who attended the release of the Gallop study welcomed it as creating a long-needed, comprehensive picture of the Muslim society.
"The data is very much valid, taken from more than 300,000 people," Munir Assaoui, research associate at the Georgetown University, told IslamOnline.net.
"It is also very much important that it will provide date for other Muslims, individuals and institutions, for further studies."
Mehtab S. Karim, a senior research advisor at the PEW Forum on Religion and Public life, raised the issue that only 900 out of the 300,000 interviewed in the study were self-identified Muslims.
Yet Karim agreed that the study remains of a much wider scale than previous ones on the Muslim community.
"This one is much more comprehensive."
Click to read the study in full.
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Sumaina Marr Maira

March 03, 2009

http://dukeupress.typepad.com/dukeupresslog/2009/03/guest-post-sunaina-marr-maira-on-recent-us-muslims-survey.html
Guest Post: Sunaina Marr Maira on Recent U.S. Muslims Survey

Sunaina Marr Maira, author of the forthcoming Missing: Youth, Citizenship, and Empire after 9/11, comments on yesterday's New York Times article about the recent Gallup Poll findings on U.S. Muslims. This study was also discussed on today's Morning Edition on NPR.

Since 2001, there has been intense interest and ongoing scrutiny of what Muslims think, believe, do, and aspire to do. The NYT article reporting on the poll conducted by the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies highlights some interesting findings, but one wonders if a similar report would be published under the title, say, “U.S. Christians are Discontent,” or “U.S. Jews are Thriving”?  While the article notes that American Muslims are racially and ethnically diverse, it then proceeds to report on the social behaviors and political inclinations of “American Muslims” as a monolithic category, even if challenging some pervasive stereotypes about Muslim Americans along the way (surprise! Muslim women are highly educated and have incomes near equal to men). 

Underlying the refrain about the presumed “social alienation” of Americans Muslims or relative “integration” of Muslims in the U.S. compared to France and Britain are some unquestioned assumptions about assimilation, and an underlying anxiety: are Muslims anti-American? Do they hate “our way of life”? The article portrays a group that is discontent with life in America, uninvolved with electoral politics, and very religious.  Yet the article does not mention why Muslims might feel alienated or report on findings of anti-Muslim or racial discrimination since 2001 or on their views about the war in Iraq or the U.S.-backed occupation in Palestine. In contrast, the 2004 poll conducted by Zogby International, “Muslims in the American Public Square (MAPS)”--also a random sample, if much smaller--noted that 86% of Muslims said it was important for them to participate in politics, and that, in fact, there was a shift toward a crystallizing political identity; and that the majority wanted to see a change in U.S. policy in the Middle East and greater attention to social, economic, and political inequalities around the world. 35% had been active in an ethnic organization, and fully 75% of American Muslims say they had been involved in charitable work with the poor, sick, elderly, or homeless.  A majority said that that a friend or family member had faced discrimination after 9/11.  Needless to say, a somewhat different portrait emerges in the Zogby/MAPS study.  

Clearly, statistical data can be a problematic basis for analysis if the assumptions behind the questions and interpretation are not questioned.  In my ethnographic research on Muslim American youth, I begin by questioning our use of the category “Muslim.” What does it stand in for? Why do we need to “know” about Muslims Americans, and what does that suggest for what we need to know about ourselves?
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The Chicago Tribune

The Seeker (blog)

Muslims: Don’t worry, be happy

Manya Brachear
March 03, 2009

http://newsblogs.chicagotribune.com/religion_theseeker/2009/03/muslims-dont-worry-be-happy.html
American Muslims are a sad lot these days. They are less likely to smile, more likely to smoke and just as pessimistic about their jobs and our economy as your colleague in the next cubicle. These were just a few of the findings in a nationwide poll of Muslim Americans released this week by the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies. 

Kamran Memon, president of Chicago-based Muslims for a Safe America, said the sadness should come as no surprise. As a civil rights lawyer, he sees plenty of clients who suffer discrimination in the workplace as well as depression and other emotional maladies. 

"The stereotyping that Muslims experience does translate into physical and emotional effects," he said. "Many Muslims have felt hostile glares from people when they walk down the street."

In time, such hostility and fear can take its toll. 

"When I walk down the aisle of a plane or I’m in an elevator and people are looking nervously at me, it makes me uncomfortable. But it doesn’t have a long term impact on my well being," Memon said. "The people who feel the most rejected do suffer seriously."

Revelations about the emotional well-being of Muslims Americans accompanied reams of data about political affiliation, ethnic diversity, socio-economic status and education levels in the Muslim American community. Nearly one-half of Muslims Americans identify themselves as Democrats, 37 percent say they are independents; and 8 percent call themselves Republicans. 

The study dispelled myths about American Muslim women, unveiling that they are more empowered and educated than women from most other religious traditions. It also revealed that Jewish and Muslim Americans share similar views on a variety of issues including politics, even though their political disagreements are often what draw the most attention. 

The study also found that Muslim Americans represent the only faith community without a majority race. While Roman Catholics are becoming largely Latino and Protestants have historically been largely white, Muslims are black, white, Asian and Latino. African Americans make up the largest ethnic groups with 35 percent. With that diversity in mind, Muslims reflect the same education and income disparities within their own circles. Asian Muslim Americans are the most likely to report higher income and education while black Muslims are more likely to reporter lower levels, the study said.

The Gallup poll is not the first attempt to study the American Muslim landscape. Another study was conducted by the Pew Research Center in early 2007. But the Gallup study was the first of its kind. Instead of targeting respondents based on surname and census data about their country of origin, Gallup pulled from a random sampling of 300,000 Americans more than 900 respondents who self-identified as Muslim.

The study also asked Muslim-American movers and shakers to name the most important thing Muslim Americans must do in the next five to 10 years. Ausma Khan, a human rights lawyer and activist who left a teaching position at Northwestern University to become editor-in-chief of Muslim Girl Magazine, said the answer is to become fully integrated into the American public sphere. 

"We should especially concentrate on developing and promoting a new generation of Muslim community leaders who are born and raised in America and who understand its political context and public life from intimate, firsthand knowledge," she said. 

Memon agreed. He said his group, Muslims for a Safe America, hosts debates in mosques to educate members about national security concerns and encourage them to shift their mind set. 

"Right now many American Muslims think in terms of ‘What’s best for us?’ We’re trying to encourage our community to think more broadly – ‘What’s good for America?’ – because this is our home."

What do you think is the most important thing for Muslims to do in the next 5 to 10 years to become happier in their homeland? Likewise, what should people of all faiths do for Muslims? 
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Potter Gold

The Thriving American Muslim

Andrew Potter

March 03, 2009

http://blog.macleans.ca/2009/03/04/the-thriving-american-muslim/
Yesterday’s NYTimes reported a pretty interesting Gallup poll that took a 2008 survey on quality of life indicators and focused on the results for American Muslims. According to the poll, Muslims in the US are far more likely to see themselves as “thriving” (41%) than Muslims in any other country except Saudi Arabia (51%)  and Germany (47%). The comparable figure for Turkey is 18%, Egypt 13%, Pakistan 11%.  France is 23%, and England it is a eyebrow-raising 7%.

Furthermore:

    Asian-American Muslims (from countries like India and Pakistan) have more income and education and are more likely to be thriving than other American Muslims. In fact, their quality of life indicators are higher than for most other Americans, except for American Jews.

Meanwhile:

    American Muslim women, contrary to stereotype, are more likely than American Muslim men to have college and post-graduate degrees. They are more highly educated than women in every other religious group except Jews. American Muslim women also report incomes more nearly equal to men, compared with women and men of other faiths.

But this isn’t because of a relative lack of religiosity amongst American Muslims. In fact, “American Muslims are generally very religious, saying that religion is an important part of their daily lives (80 percent), more than any other group except Mormons (85 percent). The figure for Americans in general is 65 percent.”

As for politics: “By party identification, Muslims resembled Jews more than any other religious group, with small minorities registered as Republicans, roughly half Democrats and about a third independents.”

So the upshot of this seems to be that Muslims in the US are pretty well assimilated. Their profile along a host of quality of life indicators seems to track, or even exceed, figures for the US population as a whole.

Anyone have any thoughts on how to explain this? Some possibilities:

1. The Richard Posner argument: American-style capitalism is the most powerful mechanism for social integration in the world. By having a system with a relatively weak social safety net (compared to Britain and France), everyone is forced to work, which (paradoxically, perhaps) socializes people into that very system.

2. America attracts a much more ambitious and upwardly-mobile Muslim immigrant. These are the people who would likely be thriving no matter where they live. This skews the US numbers.

3. American Muslims are as likely as any other American to buy into the cult of optimism and self-advancement in that country; so even though they may not be doing as well by objective measures as Muslims in other countries, they self-report as far more satisfied because of ideological commitment.

I’m sure there are other more plausible explanations for the data. It is probably a combination of factors — if I read Posner right, he sees 1 and 2 as complimenting one another.  It might help to have a better sense of the racial cross section of American Muslims – the poll reports that 35 percent are African Americans, but that’s it. Thoughts?
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Islamic News

The American Muslim debunk myths

March 03, 2009

http://cnobbi.com/1252.html
American Muslims are well educated, active, and the income levels are as good men razveivaet one of the major myths about Islam published yesterday by an analytical report. 

«In the course of the study, we found that Muslim women in the United States approximately equal to men and women nemusulmankam education level, income, religiosity, and visits to mosques », - told reporters leading analyst Gallup Center for Muslim Studies Ahmed Younis. 

« Achilles heel has always been a question that Muslims «not like we are», because they have oppressed women - so here, the data support the assumption that this is absolutely not true », - he said. 

Data conducted a study last year, during which it interviewed more than 319 thousand Americans, of whom 946 people profess Islam, showed that American Muslims and Muslims in general, the United States in terms of education second only to American Jews. 

40% of Muslims have a Bachelor or other degree, compared with 61% Jews and 29% of the population as a whole. At the same time Muslim dollars are allocated among all the representatives of weaker sex in the world, and among women from other religious groups, the United States that do not concede in the education of men. Higher education in the country are 42% Muslim and 39% Muslims. Jewess behind in this respect from the male co-religionists to six percent, and among the U.S. population as a whole, the diplomas could boast 29 % of women and 30% of men. 

The study also found that Muslim women in general earn an equal basis with men, that the language of sociologists called «economic gender parity», and on an equal basis with their visit mosques, «Why did not you say about women in many Muslim countries», note the researchers. not surprising that that they «succeed», or are at the upper end of the social scale, Muslims had more women (46%) than men (38%). 

The report calls on Americans to reconsider their attitude towards Muslims in the United States. 

«Muslims - it is the religious community to which Americans are the most negatively - agency AFP reported the executive director of Gallup Center for Muslim Studies Dalia Mogahed. - Only 45% of Americans believe Muslims countries reliable, and 25% did not want their neighbors were Muslims ». 

It is telling that despite the widespread delusion, the Muslims belong to the West is much better than Americans to the Islamic world. The Center for an extensive study whose results were released last year showed that the Muslims are like the western democracy, human rights and freedoms, as well as technological advances. When Americans were asked what they most enjoy in the Islamic world, most of them replied - «nothing».
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Faith Central- Times Central
Why are US Muslims happier than those in the UK?
March 03, 2009

http://timesonline.typepad.com/faith/2009/03/why-are-us-musl.html
Bess writes: Fascinating report on AFP on “Muslim Americans:  a National Portrait”, the first survey of randomly selected Muslims in America. Questioning 946 Muslims selected from a random sample of more than 319,000 US citizens, Gallup found that Muslim women rank equal to men in terms of education, level of income and religious observance. Forty two per cent of Muslim women hold degrees, for example, compared to 39 per cent of Muslim men in America.  And 46 per cent of Muslim women categorised themselves as “thriving” – ie enjoying life to the full – compared to 38 per cent of Muslim men.
Now - and this is where the poll gets really interesting - 41 per cent of Muslims overall in America class themselves as thriving as compared to a mere 7 per cent in the UK. Why such disparity between believers in the same faith, living in English-speaking cultures?  Zadeh Amanullah, an American Muslim living in the UK provides some interesting answers in the Guardian: “Polls, useful and important as they are, cloud issues of culture, class, and immigration that are more relevant. Poll averages hide disparities between working class African-American Muslims and immigrant professionals. And the strong emphasis on immigration in the British debate, with a focus on language, ghettos, and unfamiliar customs, does not translate well in America. If Mexico was a Muslim country, things would sound a lot more familiar.” 
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National Broadcast Radio

Quick, what's the most diverse religious group in America?
March 04, 2009

John Ridley

http://www.npr.org/blogs/visibleman/2009/03/quick_whats_the_most_diverse_r.html
If you said Kabbalah, you spend too much time reading People magazine. If you said Muslim, you've probably read The Gallup Center for Muslim Studies "first comprehensive study of the Muslim American community and its habits, perspectives and beliefs."

Comprehensive is pretty much the word. Not distinguishing between native and foreign-born Muslims, the center conducted more than 300,000 national household interviews over the past year to try to coalesce the most accurate picture yet of what it means to be Muslim in America. Among the findings, as alluded to, Muslims are the most diverse religion in America in terms of ethnicity. According to the study: 

Muslim Americans represent the only faith community without a majority race. They are black, white, Asian and Hispanic. African-Americans, not Arabs, make up the largest ethnic group (35 percent).

Synchronicity in play: At its annual Saviours' Day event outside Chicago this past weekend, the theme for the Nation of Islam — previously a black nationalism Muslim movement — was preaching the gospel of diversity, inclusion and outreach to more immigrants, Asians and Native Americans.

In addition to being diverse, Muslims also tend to be younger, and enjoy a higher employment rate than the general population:

More than a third (36 percent) of Muslim Americans are between the ages of 18 and 29, significantly more than the general public (18 percent). They are more likely than any other group to report being at work or school, with 70 percent reporting having a job, compared with the general public at 64 percent.

The fact that the majority of American Muslims are educated and employed is significant. Going on eight years after 9/11, there's still fear in some quarters that American Muslim sleeper cells exist. While the possibility can't be wholly discounted, the education and income levels of American Muslims tend to reduce that possibility. 

In his online series on "why American Muslims don't blow things up," Slate's Timothy Noah delves into the Melting-Pot Theory, which pretty much asserts that smarts and good pay (along with the fact Muslims only make up about 1 percent of the population) tend to cool anti-American fervor.
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Obama’s Faith in the Golden Rule

Michael Felsen
March 04, 2009

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/opinion/?id=30769
Obama is treading on ground no US president has dared explore before. With a sensibility forged from his strikingly diverse background, he embodies the promise – albeit perhaps distant – of an end to both inter-religious and secular-religious discord, says Michael Felsen. 
 
Boston, Massachusetts - Last spring, dogged by looping video of the Rev. Jeremiah Wright howling “Not ‘God bless America’, ‘God damn America’,” presidential hopeful Barack Obama cracked open the tense discussion of race in this country with his groundbreaking speech in Philadelphia. He drew on his personal history – “I am the son of a black man from Kenya and a white woman from Kansas” – and explained that his background had “seared into [his] genetic makeup” the idea that our nation is more than the sum of its parts.

Now, once again recalling his family story, he’s seeking common ground in a perhaps equally charged field of discourse: the significance of faith – or the lack thereof – in public life. 

All Americans should be paying attention. 

Much has already been said about the reference in Obama’s inaugural address to America as “a nation of Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus – and non-believers.” In light of Pew and Gallup survey data showing that large numbers of Americans believe that the United States is a “Christian nation”, feel that it is necessary to believe in God to be a moral person, and say they would not vote for an atheist to serve in our highest public office – the president’s assertion was, in a word, astonishing.

At the 5 February National Prayer Breakfast, the president expanded on this theme. Acknowledging that faith has too often been used as a pretext for prejudice and intolerance, he focused on “the one law that binds all great religions together…the Golden Rule – the call to love one another, to understand one another, to treat with dignity and respect those with whom we share a brief moment on this earth.”

He pointed out that he wasn’t raised in a particularly religious household. His father was born a Muslim and by adulthood had become an atheist; his maternal grandparents were non-practicing Methodists and Baptists; and his mother was “sceptical of organised religion”.

Nevertheless, he revealed that this non-religious mother was “the kindest, most spiritual person I’ve ever known”, and was the one who taught him to love, to understand and to do unto others as he would want done unto him.

Later in life, after living and working as a community organiser on the South side of Chicago, Barack Obama became the Christian he is today. He is clear about his faith. In his Prayer Breakfast remarks, though, he expressly acknowledged the broad array of belief systems – religious and humanist too – that profess some variant of the Golden Rule. Emphasising that common bond, he called on religious and secular Americans alike to transcend difference, and to focus beyond belief – on actions – to make the world a better place.

Obama has touched on these matters before. Addressing an evangelical Christian gathering in June 2006, the then-senator from Illinois said: “Because I do not believe religious people have a monopoly on morality, I would rather have someone who is grounded in morality and ethics, and who is also secular, affirm their morality and ethics and values without pretending that they’re something they’re not.” He also said that in a democracy the religiously motivated must translate their concerns into “universal rather than religion-specific values,” and that their proposals must be subject to argument and “amenable to reason.”

In affirming that non-believers deserve a place at the table, Obama is treading on ground no president has dared explore before. With a sensibility forged from his strikingly diverse background, he embodies the promise – albeit perhaps distant – of an end to both inter-religious and secular-religious discord.

Obama acknowledges the significant role of faith in the lives of so many, including his own; he likewise recognises that sceptics and non-believers can be genuinely good human beings. Respecting religious faith in its myriad manifestations, he invokes the Golden Rule as a common denominator that, broadly speaking, ought to represent the universal yardstick for our actions in this world. 

In so doing, he honours – equally – the believer and the non-believer, the churchgoer and the secular humanist, to the extent that each does unto others, as he would have them do unto him.

Michael Felsen is president of Boston Workmen’s Circle and board member of the Humanist Chaplaincy of Harvard University. An earlier version of this article appeared in Forward.com. This article is distributed by the Common Ground News Service and can be accessed at GCNews.
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Kipp Report

Muslims in America

Dana El Bataji

March 04, 2009

http://www.kippreport.com/kipp/2009/03/04/muslims-in-america/
A report on Muslim Americans by the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies titled Muslim Americans: A National Portrait reveals that Muslim American women are educated, career minded, and earn as much as their male counterparts.

The center’s analysts claim that the results of their research debunk myths about Muslim Americans, and Muslim American women in particular.

“What we learned in the study is that US Muslim women are roughly equal to men and to women who are non-Muslims in America in their level of education, level of income, level of religiosity and mosque attendance,” said Ahmed Younis, a senior analyst at the center, reports AFP.

“The Achilles Heel that has always existed — that Muslims are ‘not like us’ because their women are oppressed — well, the data speak to the proposition that that is absolutely not true,” said Younis.

The study shows that 42 percent of Muslim American women say they have higher education degrees, which is the highest percentage of educated women in any given religious group, second only to Jewish women (58 percent).

The study also showed that monthly salaries earned by Muslim American women are on par with Muslim American men.

As for religiosity, roughly 41 percent of Muslim American and Protestant Americans say they visit a mosque or a church once a week, and 80 percent of Muslim Americans say their religion plays an important in their everyday lives.

Furthermore, the report compared Muslim Americans to Muslim French and British nationals, and showed that 41 percent of Muslim Americans claim they are “thriving” compared with 23 percent in France and 7 percent in Britain.

“Muslims are the most negatively viewed religious community among Americans,” Dalia Mogahed, executive director of the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies told AFP.

“Only 45 percent of Americans consider Muslims in the country as loyal and 25 percent of Americans said they wouldn’t want to have Muslims as a neighbor,” she said.

According to the survey, 28 percent of Muslim Americans are white, 35 percent are African Americans, 18 percent are Asians, 1 percent are Hispanic and the remaining 18 percent are classified as ‘other’.

The authors of the report hope the results will help the nation ‘rethink’ its understanding of Muslim Americans.

The report is the first study to survey Muslim Americans living in the United States. The sample of respondents used for the report was 300.000 adults, including 946 self-identified Muslims.
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Surprising poll finds that Muslims are like everyone else

Aziza

March 05, 2009

http://revivingrights.wordpress.com/2009/03/05/surprising-poll-finds-that-muslims-are-like-everyone-else/
Surprising Poll Finds that Muslims are Like Everyone Else
So I am reading through the recently released Gallup Poll on Muslims in America. The results are surprising — Muslims are like everyone else.

That said, there are lots of helpful little tidbits in there like the fact that 43 percent of Muslim-American women hold a college or postgraduate degree or that over 70% of Muslims in America voted for Obama. Also only 51% percent of young Muslims are registered to vote.

The Gallup Poll is actually a good way for Muslims to know what is happening with Muslims i.e. why don’t 100% of Muslim American women have a college degree (that want one) or why are so few young Muslims registered to vote? And the million dollar question, did Muslims just vote for Obama because they had no other option? I mean, while this may have also come from the Right side of things the U.S. decision not to participate in the UN Conference on Racism is a sad blow to the confidence we want to have in this administration. 
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God, Faith and a Pen

Portrait of American Muslims. In the Name of God, the Subtle, the Loving

Hesham A. Hassaballa

March 05, 2009

http://www.godfaithpen.com/2009/03/portrait-of-american-muslims.html
"There is nothing," so the saying goes, "like an ugly fact to destroy a perfectly beautiful theory." The constant bad news about Islam and Muslims - along with those who love to focus on such bad news - continually feeds into the negative stereotypes about Islam and Muslims. Yet, when the truth about Muslims comes out, the stereotypes are simply washed away.

Case in point: the Gallup Poll on Muslim Americans.

The poll showed that American Muslims are the most racially diverse of any religious group in the country, and American Muslims are truly a snapshot of the racial composition of the country. In other words, American Muslims are the most "American" of any religious group in the United States. In addition, the poll confirmed that the largest group of Muslims are African-Americans, further destroying the notion that Muslims are somehow "foreign and exotic," as some would have us believe.

The poll also showed that American Muslim women are one of the most highly educated female religious groups, and as a group, American Muslims have the highest degree of economic gender parity, at both ends of the income scale. Again, this destroys the images of American Muslim women being "oppressed."

There are many more findings in the report, and you can read the report here.

Yet, there were some aspects of the study that were concerning, and it should mobilize the American Muslim community to address these issues. The poll found that American Muslims are least likely to report that they are "thriving," and a full 56% say they are "struggling." This is also true for young American Muslims (aged 18-29): they are least likely to describe themselves as "thriving." They are the only group of young people that have a majority which believes that economic conditions are poor.

In addition, only 51% of young American Muslims are registered to vote, which is among the lowest levels reported.

I wonder why these figures were borne out. Perhaps many American Muslims do not feel they are "thriving" because of 9/11 and the anti-Islam hysteria that has resulted? Is it because American Muslims experience a lot of discrimination? This may be, but in the poll, 85% of women and 91% of men said they were treated with respect the day before they were surveyed. So, maybe this is not the answer.

Could there simply be a perception of difficulty, and that is why American Muslims are mostly "struggling"? Could it be that American Muslims are actually much better off than they think they are? Certainly, the poll shows that American Muslims do fare better than their counterparts in other parts of the West, especially Europe. Could this be the answer?

I am particularly concerned about the low level of civic engagement of young American Muslims, especially. There is nothing more important than getting involved, politically and otherwise, and especially registering and going out to vote. We must redouble our efforts to increase American Muslim political participation.

I commend the Gallup Organization for conducting this poll. Not only does it shatter many deeply entrenched stereotypes about American Muslims, it offers an excellent snapshot of the American Muslim community. More importantly, however, it gives us an opportunity to fix whatever problems the community may be facing, so that we can become a better people. Once we are a better people, then society and the world can only become better as well.
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